
Update on Roanoke County Board of Supervisors meeting from 4/8/14 and the upcoming 4/22/14 meeting THIS Tuesday 

Please pass this along to the media, other board members, and those that support or don’t support what I have written below – I 

believe very strongly in open government and citizen participation in government – not matter what your viewpoint.  

A couple of very interesting things happened at our last Board meeting on 4/8/14: 

1) At our meeting on 3/25/14 we had voted to keep the real estate tax rate at its current level.  At our 4/8/14 meeting I had a 

clearer understanding of our budget and the fact that we were now expecting 3.2 million dollars more in revenue for 2014-2015 

than we did for the prior year, I asked for us to reconsider and reduce the real estate tax rate from 1.09 to 1.07.  I was 

defeated in my motion.  One of the arguments was that it was very irresponsible to cut taxes since the increase of 3.2 million 

dollars was only a forecast and not certain.  This is quite laughable since the County administration and other board members 

were already allocating that additional 3.2 million on new goodies and salary increases for fiscal 2014-2015.  I guess it’s only 

irresponsible to return money to the rightful owners but not irresponsible to spend it before we have it….mmmm…interesting…. 

 

2) The next item of concern is a rush to change many of the procedural ways that the board has conducted its meetings for the 

past 30+ years.  Time will only tell if this is being done to silence any minority viewpoint on the board.  There is a reason our 

founding fathers set up a representative republic rather than a democracy.  A democracy can easily turn into mob rule if you are 

only concerned about what the majority thinks rather than allowing the minority viewpoint to be heard and then do what is right. 

 

3) Finally, there is the issue of how the Board of Supervisors is handing out YOUR tax dollars to non-profit organizations in the 

Roanoke Valley.  I continue to hear how irresponsible it is to lower taxes and give the citizens back their own money, but the 

Board of Supervisors has no problem in giving out the hard earned money of the citizens to these organizations.  Is it really right 

to take tax payer dollars and give it to the Miss Virginia Pageant, Roanoke Symphony, Virginia Amateur Sports, Opera Roanoke 

or any of the other 60+ organizations that are taking your hard earned tax dollars?  Are these really CORE government 

services?  If the Board of Supervisors or any private citizen thinks that these organizations are worthy to be supported than we 

should personally give them our own money.   The Board of Supervisors has become very generous with OTHER people’s 

money!  It’s not too late to make it known to your supervisor how you feel about this! 

 

THIS COMING TUESDAY, April 22
nd

 IS A VERY IMPORTANT MEETING!   

1) At the 3pm session (Open to the public) there will be a first reading to amend certain County Board procedures.  Chairman 

Joe McNamara is proposing to limit time of debate and discussion on issues and limiting the ability to bring up an item that has 

already been decided on in the past 11 months.  I cannot think of any reason to have these restrictions.  Each of the 5 members 

of the Board of Supervisors represents over 18,000 citizens.  With all due respect, there should not be a time limit on doing the 

right thing.  If a board member drags on about an issue that the citizens do not care about or continues to bring up the same 

issue time after time that is not in the best interest of the county, he or she will hear from their constituents.  The other board 

members have no right to limit the voice of an elected official.   

 

3) At about 5pm (Open to the public) in the conference room on the 4
th
 floor there will be a work session on RCCLEAR, which 

is the local citizens group that works in conjunction with ICLIE.  ICLIE is an organization that believes in man-made global 

warming.  The evidence is now overwhelming that this theory is incorrect and has been used by many for control and financial 

gain.  This work session is open to the public.  The Roanoke County Board of Supervisors recently voted to discontinue our 

membership in ICLIE.  I strongly suggest we disband RCCLEAR and start fresh with a new citizens group that will remove 

“agenda politics” from the responsibility we all have to being good stewards of the environment.   

 

2) At the 7pm session (Open to the public) there will be a public hearing on the 2014-2015 Budget.   In a nutshell the 

proposed budget for 2014-2015 will be about a 2% increase over the current 2013-2014 budget.  I do not support this budget 

because I believe in limited government and do not support increasing the budget.  The Roanoke County budget has grown 67% 

in the past 18 years - that’s a 70 million dollar increase!!  In addition, the amount of full-time Roanoke County employees has 

also increased almost 30%, while the citizen population of Roanoke County itself has only increased by 11%.  Finally, the 

Roanoke County payroll has gone up over 150% over the past 20 years.  Now is the time to say NO to bigger government.   

 

Your attendance this Tuesday is VERY important – stay for 10 or 15 minute or longer - come and go as you please.  It is 

important that all Board members know that the citizens are watching what we do and hold us ALL accountable.  You 

are more than welcome to sign up and speak on the above issues or any issue that is of concern to you – Call Debbie 

Jacks, Deputy Clerk at 772-2003. 
 

Thanks -Al Bedrosian, Hollins Supervisor, (540-309-8808) 

 


