
July 6, 2014: Al Bedrosian, Hollins Supervisor, 309-8808,  

bedrosian4supervisor@cox.net,  www.bedrosian4supervisor.com  

 

A quick update on Roanoke County government and this weeks meeting AGENDA 

 

CHICK-FIL-A 

The biggest news over the past couple of weeks was the 3-2 vote defeating the opening of a new Chick-Fil-A restaurant on 

route 460.  I voted against having Chick Fil A at this location for several reasons.  The vote against Chick-Fil-A was not a vote 

against the company or what they offer but instead was a vote against Chick-Fil-A opening a restaurant at this particular 

sight.  There were 2 key issues that had been known by all parties and could be physically resolved, and then one issue that 

has no solution.  The 2 key issues that have a solution were not resolved at the time of the vote.  As the supervisor of this 

area I could not vote YES with these issues still unresolved. 

 

1) High intensity business in a low intensity location:  The property that Chick – Fil A was seeking to build upon is currently 

zoned C-1 - low intensity traffic.  Chick Fil A was asking for a special use permit since they wanted to place a very high 

intensity business in this location.  This location is more suited for businesses such as banks, dry cleaners, etc.  This is a 

major sticking point since there is no remedy for this issue – Chick Fil A does a great job bringing in lots of customers and for 

many residents the high intensity traffic is a serious issue. 

 

2) Sight distance issue:  A car making a right exiting the proposed Chick Fil A onto West Ruritan heading to route 460 should 

be able to see 370 feet to the left up West Ruritan checking for on-coming cars.  This is also important for cars coming down 

West Ruritan to 460 so that they can see cars that have stopped or making turns into or out of the proposed Chick Fil A.  

Unfortunately, the distance available is only 270 feet.  VDOT did provide Chick Fil A a waiver for the remaining 120 feet.  

This waiver concerned many citizens.  They did not think this was safe especially with the amount of cars that would be 

entering and exiting Chick Fil A off of West Ruritan.  Everyone involved knew about this concern and attempts were made 

to have either the landowner, Chick-Fil-A or VDOT pay for “cutting down” the road so that the visibility would improve.  

There was no commitment to accomplish this before the vote. 

 

3) Right turn lane on 460 turning onto West Ruritan:  If you are traveling west on 460 into Roanoke, and you want to make 

a right turn onto W. Ruritan to go into the proposed Chick Fil A the right turn lane on 460 will only accommodate 3 cars.   

The overflow traffic will spill over onto the straight lane of 460 causing congestion issues.  Again this issue was known about 

by everyone but no commitment to lengthen the right turn lane was committed to before the vote. 

 

As I type this update, I hear that we may be voting again on this issue and that some possible fixes may be in order or some 

other sights may be on the table.   

 

MAN-MADE GLOBAL WARMING 

Roanoke County officially voted not to renew ICLEI and to disband RCCLEAR.  These organizations were committed to 

creating policy based on belief in man-made global warming.  We have moved away from that and are now looking at 

creating a narrowly focused local citizens group that will concentrate exclusively on clean air / clean water issues that we all 

agree are important.  Let me know if you have any interest in being involved 

 

As a reminder, this Tuesday, July 8, 2014 we have our Board of Supervisors meeting at 3pm and work session meeting at 

5pm.  It is very important for citizens to be visibly involved in local government.  At our work session meeting this week we 

will discuss potential uses of the old headquarters library on 419, plus an update on building a water tower at the 

GreenRidge Recreation Center.  Everyone is invited – stay as long as you can.  I have attached the agenda for your review, 

plus you can review the detailed agenda at http://www.roanokecountyva.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/1061 
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