
July 24, 2014: Al Bedrosian, Hollins Supervisor, 309-8808,  
bedrosian4supervisor@cox.net,  www.bedrosian4supervisor.com  
 
Here is a summary update on 3 key issues facing Roanoke County that are being discussed by the County Board of Supervisors. 
 
Chick-Fil-A:  As many of you are aware, Supervisor Jason Peters from Vinton, asked for a reconsideration vote on the Chick Fil A on 
Route 460.  A reconsideration vote allows a Supervisor that voted on the prevailing side of a vote to be able to bring up the vote 
again.  This vote on whether to allow Chick Fil A to build a store at the West Ruritan location will be brought up again at the August 
26

th
 Board of Supervisors meeting.  The three main issues: high intensity business in a low intensity location, site distance safety 

issues, and the right turn lane off of 460 have still not been resolved.  If anyone has any questions I would think the best person to 
discuss this with would be Supervisor Peters since he was the one that asked for reconsideration.  Since I have not heard VDOT, 
Chick Fil A, or the property owner make any concession to fix any of the issues I would still vote NO on this project at this location.  
 
Broadband Authority:  The Roanoke Times recently had a couple of articles stating that Roanoke County was not willing to spend 2 
million dollars of taxpayer money towards an open access fiber network.  The fact is that Roanoke County Supervisors have not 
voted on this issue yet, however, I personally have several issues with this and have been very open about it in our county meetings.  
This current board has only been provided a 20 minute presentation by the consultant hired by the Broadband Authority to sell this 
idea.  I want all sides to have time to discuss this in a County meeting so that we can fully understand the implications. 
I have not come to a final decision yet, but as you know I believe government should not involve itself in anything that the private 
sector can accomplish on its own – even if it takes a little longer.  Currently the Roanoke Valley is served by Cox, Comcast, Verizon, 
etc.  Some argue that there are areas of the Roanoke Valley that are not being served by the incumbent providers.  I am not certain 
that this is the case.  I am cautious when I sense that organizations or governments are trying to create a sense of crisis and it must 
be solved immediately – with taxpayers paying the bill, of course.  If there is such a market for more bandwidth why doesn’t the 
Broadband Authority raise the funds from private sector businesses and complete the project without taxpayer subsidies.  
Proponents say that by doing this we will attract new business to the area and we will also increase competition in the Broadband 
services sector thus driving down prices for all.  This is the standard promise when trying to persuade taxpayers that they should 
subsidize a project.  Usually, government or organizations that receive taxpayer subsidies do not provide the most efficient service.  I 
will continue to study this matter and welcome your input and ideas. 
  
Water Towers:  At our last meeting on July 22

nd
 we discussed that a water tower would be placed at GreenRidge Recreation Center.  

North Roanoke County has an issue with water pressure and this will help increase the pressure for the entire North County area.  
The decision that has to be made is whether we will go with a standard cylinder model which will not cost Roanoke County any 
money but will be paid for by the Western Virginia Water Authority or the spherical model which would cost about $400,000.  The 
County and the Western Virginia Water Authority would split the cost - $200,000 a piece.  Each model is basically the same in terms 
of its performance.  The one key issue is that cell providers like to put their antennas on high structures and are willing to pay for 
that privilege.  The spherical model can hold more antennas than the cylinder model.  So the fact is that you may have to pay 
$200,000 more but then enjoy ongoing revenues from then on – more than offsetting the cost.  At this point, I am still waiting for 
the following information to make my final decision at the next board meeting on Tuesday, August 12

th
. 

 
1) Do we have cellular providers that are willing to put their antennas on the water tower right away? 
2) Are the differences in the amount of antennas that can be placed on the spherical significantly more than on the cylinder and 
would it provide a significant increase in revenue?  This would allow us to have a quick return on investment. 
3) Would putting too many cellular providers on the spherical water tank make the appearance undesirable thus negating the 
positive revenue aspect of the spherical design? 
 
The next Roanoke County Supervisors meeting will be held on August 12, 2014 at 3pm.  Here are some links to look at Agenda when 
it becomes available and also to watch meetings live online or archived meetings.   

Agenda Only: http://www.roanokecountyva.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/1060 

Agenda with Reports: (large file longer to load)http://www.roanokecountyva.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/1061 

Links to watch LIVE online or view archived videos: http://www.roanokecountyva.gov/BOSvideo 
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