
I wanted to update you with three important items from the last Board of Supervisors meeting plus discuss the 
upcoming meeting this Tuesday, March 11th.  I have attached the 3-11-14 Board of Supervisor Agenda for your 
review. 
 
First of all, in the last Supervisors meeting on February 28th, we discussed the revenue sharing plan that the 
County government has set up with the County Schools.  I took this time to talk about how much money is being 
spent in our county schools.  We are budgeting to spend $10,000 per child.  If you look at a typical classroom of 
20 students that amounts to $200,000 per classroom.  The average teacher in Roanoke County makes $50,000 
per year.  This means that $150,000 that is being spent in the classroom has nothing to do with the actual 
teacher.  I questioned where the other 75% of expenditures for a classroom are going.  In addition, only 55% of 
the 2100 employees of Roanoke County schools are actually teachers.  The rest of the employees are support 
staff.   
 
In addition, I questioned why we have to spend more than $20 million dollars for the “renovation” of Glenvar 
High School.  After you add the interest over the next 20 years, this "renovation" project will end up costing the 
taxpayers of Roanoke County about $35 million dollars.  To  make matters worse, the enrollment in Roanoke 
County schools in on the decline and is expected to be that way for foreseeable future.  I understand that 
educating our children is important - but just the bricks and mortar of this project will end up costing $60,000 per 
child ($35 million divided by the 600 students that attend).  Education is more than just spending money on 
buildings.  What type of a lesson are we teaching our children when we continue spend money we do not have 
and put them deeper into debt. 
 
I ended by warning the board and the citizens of Roanoke County that we are 182 million dollars in debt and that 
each year we spend about 8 million dollars in interest payments alone.  Imagine what you could do with 8 million 
dollars if we were responsible with our money and not spending it on interest payments!!!  One thing we would 
be able to do is to lower the real estate rate from 1.09 per hundred to about 1.00.  This would save the average 
homeowner in Roanoke County about $150-$200 per year. 
 
This Tuesday, March 11th, the board will be hearing from cultural/Tourism/Health/Human services organizations 
from the Roanoke Valley.  From 6pm to about 9pm these organizations will come in front of the board and tell us 
about their organization and ask the County for money.   Last year, the board gave approximately $1.5 million to 
these organizations. You may disagree with me on this issue, but I do not think it is the role of government to give 
money to these organizations.  I believe in limited government.  I believe in a government that only spends 
money on those areas that are critical for the operation of government and provide for the safety of the citizens.  
Supporting these organizations is the sole responsibility of the private sector.  I INVITE ALL CITIZENS TO COME BY 
AND SEE HOW YOUR MONEY IS BEING SPENT.  YOU DO NOT HAVE TO STAY FOR THE ENTIRE MEETING. 
 
I find it irresponsible for our County to give 1.5 million dollars to these organizations and then even think about 
imposing a storm water management fee on the citizens.  We should be taking this $1.5 million and pay for the 
storm water management instead of imposing a fee on the citizens.  
 
As I have stated in each of my "Board letters", nothing in government will change until the citizens contact their 
board members and say enough is enough.  We must all realize that we have 3 branches of government in 
Roanoke County: The Board of Supervisors, the Roanoke County Administration and its 900 employees, and the 
94,000 citizens of Roanoke County.  If the citizens do not actively participate, the Board of Supervisors and the 
Roanoke County Administration will continue to spend our money and put us deeper into debt.   
 
You can count on me voting against wasteful spending and putting forth measures to reduce our debt and lower 
our taxes.  However, I most likely will be outvoted either 4-1 or 3-2 unless, the citizens start demanding that 
their Supervisors reduce spending, lower the debt and reduce taxes.  


