
March 23, 2014 

Roanoke County Board of Supervisors Update 
 

In my continuing efforts to inform the citizens about what is happening in local Roanoke County government, I 

wanted to update you about our last board meeting and remind you about this Tuesdays Board meeting.  I am 

grateful to those that forward these messages to the media and also those that send it on to people with similar or 

opposing views.  When more people informed, the quicker the issues will be resolved. 
 

I ask for your support on a very important topic that will be brought up at Tuesday’s meeting (3-25-14).  When I 

came on the board in January, the board was set up with five elected board members and a Clerk to the Board.  

This Clerk was appointed by the Board of Supervisors and under it’s authority.  This is very important in the 

balance of power between the five elected board members and the County Administrator and the 930 county 

employees.  The Clerk to the Board resides in the County Administration building and would attend various 

meetings of the County Administration but was not accountable and did not report to anyone except the five 

elected Board of Supervisors.  Since the Board of Supervisors is a part time position, and 4 out of the five board 

members have full time jobs outside of their board position, the Clerk to the Board was our exclusive “eyes and 

ears” to county government.  At my first meeting in January a resolution was voted and approved by a 3-2 vote to 

change this and make the County Administrator the Clerk to the Board.  He would then appoint a deputy clerk to 

do the actual day to day duties and he would have oversight, not the Board of Supervisors.  I WAS VERY 

OPPOSED TO THIS.  This goes against having a separation of the Board of Supervisors and their clerk and the 

County Administration and his staff.  A resolution will be brought up to go back to having the Clerk to the Board 

appointed by the Board of Supervisors and under its authority.  I would greatly appreciate anyone that could 

attend this meeting at 7pm on Tuesday, March 25th.  You may speak in support of this resolution, or just attend.   
 

Reflecting back to our last Board meeting on Tuesday, March 11th about sixty different health/human services and 

cultural/tourism organizations provided 3 minute presentations of their organizations and requested taxpayer 

dollars.  The entire amount that was being requested by these organizations in total was 1.9 million dollars!  Since 

every dollar the county spends comes from the taxpayer – every million dollars the county spends on anything is 

$11 dollars out of each citizens pocket (94,000 citizens).  If you have a family of five, that would be $55 dollars out 

of your pocket.  If the county were to give 1.9 million dollars to these organizations, they would be forcibly taking 

about $110 out of the pocket of a family of five to pay for it.   
 

These organizations are not a part of Roanoke County government, they are private non-profit organizations.  

They are health & human services organizations you are familiar with such as Habitat for Humanity, Salvation 

Army, and Roanoke Area Ministries.  On the cultural & tourism side you have organizations such as Mill Mountain 

Zoo, Miss Virginia Pageant, and Center in the Square plus local Chamber of Commerce organizations.  I 

personally do not think that it is the role of government to forcibly take money from taxpayers and give it to any 

health & human service organization no matter how good they are.  It is the role of individuals like you and me 

to voluntarily help our fellow citizens either by giving to our local church, or directly to someone in need, or to the 

organizations like the ones I referenced above.  With respect to Culture & Tourism, I can see benefit in being 

members of local chamber organizations however, organizations that tout they deserve money because they 

bring people and tourism to our area should not receive money.  I think it’s great that organizations or events are 

conducted in Roanoke and bring tourist dollars to our area, but it’s not the role of government to micromanage or 

pick and chose who should be provided tax dollars.  Let the taxpayers decide with their own money which events 

and organizations they will support by their attendance. 
 

Without the involvement of Roanoke County citizens like you attending Board meetings, resolutions will be 

passed to grow government, which in turn leads to more spending, more debt and higher taxes.  I have attached 

the agenda for your review.  I urge you to attend at least the 7pm meeting.  You do not have to arrive exactly at 

7pm and you can leave when you need to. Don’t forget our current debt is $184 million dollars and we use 

our tax dollars each year to pay approximately 8 million dollars in INTEREST! 


