
An unfortunate vote last night for the new Roanoke County Administrator: 
 
Last night’s vote on the new County Administrator ( I voted NO) removed the citizens of Roanoke County from 
having true representative government and wasted more of your hard earned money.  When I joined the Board 
of Supervisors in January of 2014, there were three positions that “served at the pleasure” of the Board of 
Supervisors.  Those positions were the Clerk to the Board, the County Attorney, and the County Administrator. 
 
Let me define “serving at the pleasure of”:  Since we have 5 elected officials on the Board of Supervisors – the 
make up of the board at any time is who the people want to represent them.  The Board undergoes possible 
changes every two years.  Every odd numbered year we have an election, in 2013, three of the five supervisors 
were up for re-election, and now in 2015, two of the seats will be up for re-election:  Charlotte Moore (Cave 
Spring) and Butch Church (Catawba).  Having said that, we could possibly have as many as two new members on 
the board or no changes at all if those two are re-elected to the board.  This is important because when the 
board changes it needs to have the flexibility to work with the County Administrator, County Attorney, and Clerk 
that it prefers to work with.  That is a good thing…because it reflects the will of the people. 
 
In January of this year, the majority of our current board voted to remove the Clerk to the Board from serving at 
our pleasure (and hence the peoples pleasure) and moved that position to serve under the County 
Administrator.  I voted NO on that.  Last night, by giving the new County Administrator a 3 year contract we have 
in essence removed that position from serving at the “pleasure of the board”.  If the make-up of the board 
changes after the election in 2015 and we decide for whatever reason the new board cannot work with this new 
Administrator, it will be very UN-pleasurable for us to dismiss him.  In fact, we will have to pay out the remainder 
of his three year contract – which by the way will be $177,000.  That is $12,000 more in salary than we were 
paying the former County Administrator – which I thought was too much.  (WE HAV NEVER BEFORE OFFERED A 
FIXED CONTRACT LIKE THIS IN ROANOKE COUNTY AND THIS IS THE MOST MONEY WE HAVE OFFERED TO ANY 
CANDIDATE).  Another unfortunate thing about this is that this higher salary will cause salary inflation within the 
other positions in Roanoke County Administration in the coming years in order to “make it fair” and keep all 
salaries in balance with each other……this also becomes the baseline for higher salaries in the future which we 
cannot afford. 
 
As I have stated on numerous occasions the county spends the money the citizens give them through taxes, and 
also spends more by going into debt.  If the people do not say anything the Board of Supervisors will continue to 
spend your money and make decisions that are not in your best interest.  By the way our current debt is $200 
MILLION dollars – again, the citizens of Roanoke County are in debt for this amount – roughly $2000 per 
individual.  The email to reach all board members at once is BOS@roanokecountyva.gov ----- please make it a 
priority to get involved --- this level of government is what affects your life the most, but it is also the easiest to 
persuade to do the right thing, because it is local and there are only 5 members --- but if no one holds the 5 of us 
accountable, I am afraid the board in general will continue to do things that are against your best interest and will 
continue to take more money out of your pocket to pay for it.  I am always open to hear your comments. 
 
Thanks  
Al Bedrosian 
Hollins Supervisors 
540-309-8808 
P.O Box 7855 (my personal PO box- does not go through county) 
Roanoke, VA  24019 
www.bedrosian4supervisor.com 
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