
To those concerned with our local Roanoke County government: 

 
Here is an update of the Roanoke County Board of Supervisor meeting from January 28th.  I will continue to update you 
with what is happening in your local government and the lessons I am learning about how things are done. 
 
First of all we had three key items that were voted on this past week: 
 
1) I was skeptical about why the previous Board had waited until their last board meeting in 2013 to bring up a Code of 
Ethics Policy.  This new Code of Ethics Policy would not affect three of the members who would no longer be on the 
board.  The new Code of Ethics included very elementary items such as everyone agreeing to do “what is best for 
Roanoke” “treating each other with respect”, and agreeing to “listen to each other”, plus some other very basic items.  
These are basic decorum items which are already in our Parliamentary procedure handbook.  I decided to add an item 
that would prohibit any Board member from receiving gifts from anyone for more than $50 cumulative.  Another board 
member, Butch Church added that anyone that had a personal relationship with someone presenting to the board 
should not be able to vote on the item.  Both of these amendments were voted down 3-2.  I believe this leaves us with a 
very weak Code of Ethics with no real teeth.  I am still skeptical as to why this Code of Ethics was rushed to a vote at the 
end of the 2013 term.  
 
2) The next item up was the re-alignment of the Clerk to the Board position.  Three of the Board members, Joe 
McNamara, Charlotte Moore and Jason Peters voted to make the current County Administrator the new Clerk to the 
Board.  As a brief overview, there is a balance of power even in local government.  You have the County administration 
which is run by the County Administrator and you have the Board of Supervisors with five elected representatives.  This 
creates a necessary checks and balance.  The Board vote on items that are then implemented by the County 
Administrator and the departments that he overseas.  We are elected by the people to vote on items that come before 
the county and we need to be the watchful eye over the administration and make sure that our citizens are happy with 
their performance.  In turn the County Administrator needs to keep the Supervisors in check so that we aren’t promising 
things to the citizens that cannot actually be implemented.  The Board of Supervisors has one administrative assistant 
and that position is called a Clerk to the Board.  The five Board members share the services of this one person.  That 
person only reports to the five Board Members and we have exclusive authority over this position.  All things between 
the Board members and the Clerk are not shared with County Administrator just as his administrative assistant does not 
share information with us.  This helps create a separation of powers.  However, with this recent vote our County 
Administrator is now our Clerk.  At our next meeting, he will be given the power to appoint someone to perform the day 
to day duties for him.  We have lost some of this balance of power and we have compromised our checks and balance 
system.  I am very suspicious of this re-alignment. 
 
3) The final item up before the board was the vote to terminate our membership in ICLIE, (International Council for 
Local Environmental Initiatives).  According to its own documentation ICLIE is a “Worldwide organization dedicated to 
helping local governments generate political and public awareness of environmental and sustainability issues”.  Anytime 
you see the words “environmental” and “sustainability” you need to listen very carefully.  In order to be comfortable 
with ICLIE you need to be comfortable with man-made global warming because that is the number one mission of ICLIE 
is to “reduce the local community’s contribution to global warming.”  I am not a believer in man-made global 
warming/climate change.  There have been fluctuations in global climates since the beginning of time.   The ICLIE 
program consists of Five Milestones:  Conduct a Green House emissions inventory, Adopt an emissions reduction target, 
develop a local action plan, implement policies and measures in the plan, and finally monitor and verify results.  It is 
hard for me to read these Five Milestones and believe that this is a voluntary program as its supporter’s state.  When 
President Obama gave us a 2000+ page ObamaCare plan and told us that if we like our doctor we could keep him, many 
of us knew that this could not be true with so many restrictions and regulations.  We found out our suspicious were true 
– but it was too late.  ICLIE has already made the cost of complying with building codes and regulations very expensive.  
We will also see ICLIE unfold in our personal lives as it starts to regulate what we drive, how we use our property, and 
how we heat and light our homes.  We need to terminate our relationship with them immediately.  Unfortunately, Jason 
Peters, Supervisor from Vinton made a motion to postpone terminating ICLIE until we look at the budget.  His motion 
was voted yes by Joe McNamara and Charlotte Moor.  Butch Church and myself voted NO.  ICLIE is NOT a budget issue, it 
is a philosophical issue.  Under no circumstances should we be a member of this organization.   



 
In closing, we all need to be more involved with what our local elected Supervisors and our government officials are 
doing.  I continue to challenge you to attend at least one Board meeting in person so that your elected officials know 
that you are holding them accountable.  Elected officials can easily forget that they were “hired” by the people to 
represent the people and NOT the administration.  The Supervisors should work with the administration but never back 
away from asking tough questions and be very inquisitive on what government is doing and how they are spending our 
tax dollars.  I have also learned that a lot of money comes to the county in the form of “grants”.  I am working to better 
understand what is included in these grants so that we not taking money with strings attached. 
 
I invite you to our next meeting on Tuesday, February 11th at 3pm at 5204 Bernard Drive, Roanoke, VA  24018.  If you 
would ever like to speak at a board meeting please call 772-2005 and register to speak.  You are provided 3 minutes to 
talk on any topic you would like.  You can always view the Board meetings LIVE on TV on your public access channel.  In 
addition, can watch a replay of the meetings at http://www.roanokecountyva.gov/index.aspx?NID=15 

  
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you have. 
 
Bedrosian for Supervisor 
P.O Box 7855 
Roanoke, VA  24019 
540-309-8808 
www.bedrosian4supervisor.com 
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